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AKC MUSEUM OF THE DOG HONORS NYPD TRANSIT K9s WITH 
NEWEST EXHIBIT “THE DOGS THAT SERVE”  

OPENING NEXT WEEK! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New York, N.Y. – The AKC Museum of the Dog is pleased to announce that its newest 
exhibition The Dogs That Serve opens Wednesday, March 13th on K9 Veterans Day. 
This photography-based exhibit will run until May 5th, 2024.  
 
The Dogs That Serve tells the story of the NYPD Transit Bureau K9 Unit through the 
lens of photographer Margaret Foxmoore. The exhibit includes articles written by the 
unit's founding officers and those who currently serve, and explores moments with the 
officers and their K9 partners as they aim to keep New York City and the nation safer.  
 
“It is a great honor to pay tribute to our canine companions who serve and protect us 
through Margaret's tireless work in capturing images of the dogs and their handlers,” 
said Alan Fausel, Curator for the AKC Museum of the Dog.   
 
“Each of Foxmoore’s spectacular images captures the beauty, nuance and power of a 
unique human-canine bond,” said Christopher Bromson, the Museum’s Executive 
Director. “It is a privilege to display them here at the AKC Museum of the Dog, the only 
institution dedicated to celebrating that bond through its art and programs. We are 
grateful to those, canine and human alike, who keep our City and State safe.” 
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Additionally, The Dogs That Serve aims to honor Ret. Lieutenant Commanding Officer 
John Pappas, who retired this past fall after 27 years in the NYPD. He developed the 
Transit K9 Unit in 2005 and it has grown into the largest K9 team in the NYPD as well 
as the largest mass transit specific K9 unit in the Western Hemisphere. His K9, Palla, 
the highest-ranking dog in the history of the agency, will have her harness on display 
during the exhibition.  
 
“I sincerely hope that the exhibit may inspire coming generations to be K9 handlers, and 
to work together with their dogs to achieve great things,” said Pappas. “The bond 
between a pet and its family is strong, but the bond between a police K9 handler and his 
canine partner, is one of the strongest bonds between human and animal in existence. 
My partner and I will forever be inseparable.” 
 
Margaret Foxmoore is a self-taught artist who has been photographing the NYPD 
Transit Bureau K9 Unit for six years and is the Founder and Creative Director for “Dogs 
Outside The Ring.” Her photo book of the same name is in the Library of Congress. She 
has photographed dogs at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, Crufts, the National 
Dog Show, the AKC National Championship Dog Show, and more. Her goal is not to 
document the posed, champion show dog shot, but rather to capture the relationships 
between dog and handler, intimate moments in the grooming areas, and the stories that 
blossom in more candid moments. Her motto: aim with love to capture joy. 
 
“My objective with this collection of photos is to bring to light the heroism that these 
officers and their K9s put on display every day in this city and beyond and to humanize 
those behind the badge,” said Foxmoore. “This exhibit is truly not about me; it’s about 
them.”  
 
For more information on the exhibit or the AKC Museum of the Dog, please visit 
www.museumofthedog.org. 
 
 

# # # 
About the AKC Museum of the Dog  
Founded in 1982, The AKC Museum of the Dog is dedicated to the collection, preservation, exhibition, 
and interpretation of the art, artifacts, and literature of the dog for the purposes of education, historical 
perspective, aesthetic enjoyment and to enhance the appreciation for and knowledge of the significance 
of the dog and the human/canine relationship. The museum is home to over 1700 original paintings, 
drawings, watercolors, prints, sculptures, bronzes, and porcelain figurines, a variety of decorative arts 
objects and interactive displays depicting man's best friend throughout the ages. The AKC Museum of the 
Dog is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization funded mainly by private and corporate gift donations.  
For more information on the AKC Museum of the Dog visit www.Museumofthedog.org 
 
Get social! Follow the AKC Museum of the Dog on Facebook at @akcmuseumofthedog, Twitter at 
@akcMOD and Instagram at @museumofthedog.  
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